
 

 

About Sherborne Abbey’s Be a Chorister for a Day 

Any boys aged 7 and upwards are most welcome to attend this informal 

afternoon with their parents or guardians. There is no charge for this very 

special event, but we do need to know how many people to expect, so 

advanced booking is essential. 

 

Schedule 
 

2.30 pm 

Boys and parents or guardians arrive at Sherborne Abbey.  Welcome and 

introduction. 

2.45 – 4.15 pm 

Boys: “Meet the Choristers”.  An afternoon of singing with the Abbey Choir 

and a tour of the Abbey.  The day ends with the amazing opportunity to 

sing the anthem with the Abbey Choir at Evensong, in this beautiful 

building. 

4.15 pm 

Tea provided in the Lady Chapel for the boys and accompanying adults. 

4.40 pm 

Prepare for Choral Evensong. 

5.00 pm 

Choral Evensong with the Abbey Choir, boys and accompanying adults. 

5.45 pm 

Finish. 

 

Parking 
There are a number of public car parks within five minutes’ walk of the 

Abbey.  Cars may not be parked in Abbey Close. 

For an informal chat or more detailed information about the afternoon, 

telephone the Director of Music, Paul Ellis, on 01935 815200 or email 

beachorister@sherborneabbey.com. 
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About Sherborne Abbey Choir 

The Choir of Sherborne Abbey has a long and illustrious tradition stretching 

back over several hundred years.  Leading the Abbey congregation in its 

Sunday services each week, it sings a wide range of music, from medieval 

plainsong to choral music written by today’s leading composers. 

The “Back Row” of the choir (adults) are local singers supplemented by up to 

three Choral Scholars.  The “Front Row” is made up of approximately 20 boy 

choristers aged from 7 upwards, who all come from local schools. 

We often visit primary schools in the area to hear any interested boys sing 

with a view to joining the choir but enquiries are welcome from interested 

boys at any time during the year. 

Being a Chorister 

Choristers benefit from musical training of the highest standard. It is a 

training which sets a boy up for life, in whatever field he may eventually 

choose, giving a sense of purpose, self-discipline, an awareness of both 

adult standards and glorious music, words and architecture.  Many lasting 

friendships are made and younger boys gain musical and personal 

confidence with support from older, more experienced boys.  Some boys 

continue into the “Back Row” once their voice changes and often continue 

their singing careers at University and beyond. 

There are morning rehearsals twice a week before the normal school day 

begins, and Friday evening rehearsal at 7 pm. Sunday is a busy day, with 

morning and evening services. School holidays and half terms are observed, 

except for a few days over Christmas and Easter.  Choristers also have fun 

in social activities.  The choir makes trips to sing in other churches and 

cathedrals, including recent visits to France and has  recorded two CD’s.  

“I like about the choir that it is mixed schools. We 

find more friends and singing different songs.” 

“I like that it is completely different to everything I do. 

“What a great bunch of people! :) I know and recognise 
so much music as a result of being in it!  It may not 
sound much, but music is part of your future, it’s really 
great. Pay. Saturday weddings: although a bit of a task 
at the time, I look back without any regret (valuable 
lesson!)… Being a part of it and feeling welcome.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ten Good Reasons to be a Chorister  

1. You enjoy singing – the choir gives you an excellent chance to use 

and develop your voice and to sing lots of wonderful music. 

2. Achievement – Sherborne Abbey Choir is one of the finest choirs in 

the area. Hard work and commitment may be rewarded by promotion 

to Senior Chorister and even Head Chorister! 

3. Tradition – the choristers are part of a unique tradition dating back 

hundreds of years and respected throughout the world. 

4. Music Lessons – those choristers who show aptitude may receive free 

music lessons. 

5. Friendships – the choir gives you the chance to make many new 

friends. 

6. Activities – apart from singing, choristers regularly enjoy other 

activities, such as trips to the theatre, bowling and visits to activity 

centres. 

7. Money – choristers are paid each month depending on their level of 

seniority – even Probationers! Additionally, they are paid to sing at 

weddings which occur throughout the year. The longer they stay in 

the choir the more they receive! 

8. Travel – choristers have the chance to travel to other churches in the 

region and take part in occasional trips abroad. 

9. Big Occasions – the choir always sings to a packed Abbey at events 

such as the Advent and Christmas carol services. The annual summer 

concert is also well supported. 

10. Ascension Day – the choir maintains the tradition of ascending the 

Abbey tower at 6.45am to sing to all points of the compass, followed 

by a well-deserved full English breakfast. 


